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Melksham Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 
on Monday 26th October 2020 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillor P Aves (Town Mayor) 
Councillor G Mitcham (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillor J Hubbard 
Councillor H Illman 
Councillor S Brown 
Councillor K Iles 
Councillor C Jeffries 
Councillor M Sankey 
Councillor T Watts 
Councillor T Welch 
Councillor A Westbrook 
Councillor R Wiltshire 
 

 
ALSO IN 
ATTENDANCE 

 
 

 
OFFICERS: Linda Roberts Town Clerk 
 Mel Rolph Finance and Admin Officer 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Two members of the public and one member of the press 

were present. 
 

 
114/20   Apologies 

 
An apology for absence was received from Councillors Pain and Fiorelli. 
 

115/20   Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

116/20   Minutes 
 
The minutes of 28 September 2020 having previously been circulated, were 
approved as a correct record to be signed at a later date by Councillor Aves, the 
Mayor.   
 

117/20   Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Public Document Pack
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The draft Neighbourhood Plan which had been circulated to members was noted.  
The Town Council representatives on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
invited comments from members. 
 
Councillor Hubbard commended everyone who had worked on the plan to get it 
to this stage he noted that it had been a challenging process.  Councillor Hubbard 
requested that credit was given to Melksham Without Parish Council for the 
work they had done in getting the Neighbourhood Plan to this stage. 
 
Councillor Hubbard requested that the Town Clerk advise members what the 
next steps were in the process of getting the plan to adoption. 
 
The Town Clerk explained that the Neighbourhood plan had just completed the 
regulation 14 consultation and comments received from that consultation had 
been considered and where appropriate the Neighbourhood plan had been 
amended.  The next stage is to submit the Neighbourhood Plan to Wiltshire 
Council who would publicise the plan for an eight-week period, Regulation 16.  
Wiltshire will then appoint an appropriately qualified and experienced person, an 
‘independent examiner’ who will study the plan ensuring that it meets the basic 
conditions.  Any recommendations made by the Independent Examiner will be 
incorporated into the plan by Wiltshire and publicised.  When satisfied the 
Independent Examiner will recommend that the plan proceeds to the 
referendum stage. 
 
The Town Clerk advised that it was hoped the referendum could coincide with 
the May 2021 elections, however advice from the Link Officer was that it was 
doubtful and the referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan would take place at a 
date to be agreed following the May elections. 
 
Council was reminded that once made that the Neighbourhood Plan would go 
into an immediate review and that the process should begin almost immediately.  
However, until such time as the plan is made, following a successful referendum 
no grant funding for this process would be available.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering group had made a recommendation that both the Town Council and the 
Parish Council ear mark £5000.00 each for the review process. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Aves, and 
 
 UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to allocate £5000.00 from the Neighbourhood 
Plan budget. 
 
Councillor Watts reported that it had been a long process, some seven and a half 
years in the making and thanked Place Studios for helping the Steering Group 
produce such a good document. 
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Councillor Westbrook advised council that getting to regulation 16 would protect 
the Neighbourhood Plan Area from any lack of a five-year housing land supply.  
Councillor Wiltshire fully supported the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
It was proposed by the Town Mayor, Councillor Aves, seconded by Councillor 
Westbrook and 
 
 UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to approve the Neighbourhood Plan for 
submission to Wiltshire Council to Regulation 16. 
 
 

118/20   Draft Neighbourhood Plan - Regulation 16 
 
Dealt with previously under Item 117/20  
 

119/20   Statement of Community Involvement 
 
The statement of Community Involvement was noted. 
 

120/20   Basic Conditions Statement 
 
The Basic Conditions Statement was noted. 
 

121/20   12 October 2020 - Major Projects Meeting Notes 
 
The Town Clerk confirmed all councillors had been invited to an informal meeting 
held on 12th October 2020 to discuss priorities on major projects. Notes of the 
informal meeting were received and accepted by Council. Identified projects as 
circulated were: 

 CCTV 

 Play Areas 

 Bath Road Toilets 

 Church Street Toilets 

 King George V Maintenance Shed 

 Cricketers’ Café 

 The Town Hall 

 The Assembly Hall 

 Eastern Melksham Community Centre 
 
Councillor Westbrook stated it was positive to see a clear definition of the 
projects the Council would be working on in the next 12 months. Councillor 
Watts confirmed a Major Projects Working Group had been set up to discuss the 
projects listed.  
 
The Town Clerk confirmed a proposal to use the combined SIL and Solar Farm 
monies to support improvements to Primrose/Dorset Crescent and the Riverside 
Play Areas.  
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Bath Road and Church Street Toilets 
 
Councillor Hubbard questioned whether Bath Road toilets are still on the Agenda 
as council had previously resolved to set aside funding to either refurbish or build 
new toilets elsewhere. Councillor Watts stated toilets were required to serve 
King George V playing field and these discussions will need to take place by the 
Working Group for recommendations to Council.  
 
Councillor Westbrook stated that indicative costs for the Bath Road toilets are 
£100,000. Councillor Sankey suggested giving local builders the opportunity to 
tender for the works to improve the toilets which should cost around £25,000. 
 
Councillor Hubbard requested the following:  

1. find the original costing paperwork and,  
2. ask a local contractor to cost the project to have an accurate 

understanding of what the job will cost to complete.   
 

The Town Clerk suggested approaching a builder for an indicative quote initially, 
from which a tender specification could be drawn up but advised that the builder 
who provided the initial works schedule would be excluded from tendering for 
the work. 

 
Cricketers’ Café  

 
The Town Clerk confirmed the expressions of interest had been advertised and 
currently three responses had been received. Councillors Sankey suggested using 
a staff member to run the café. The Town Clerk confirmed she had requested a 
bid from the staff member last year without response. 
 
King George V Maintenance Shed  
 
Councillor Aves stated the architect recommended not using a shipping container 
due to higher cost and the size would be too small for current and proposed 
equipment. Councillor Westbrook confirmed size of doors, limited 
manoeuvrability and planning requirements made a permanent building a better 
option. Councillor Westbrook confirmed a fact-finding trip was booked to 
Hillworth Park in Devizes and asked Councillor Sankey to organise one to the 
shipping container site in Chippenham for comparison.  Councillor Sankey stated 
the Chippenham site was a private site and an alternative could be to visit 
Trowbridge Council’s shipping container site. Councillor Sankey suggested the 
King George V compound could house four shipping containers one on each 
corner. The compound could be fenced, be amended over the years, was flexible 
and ties-in with the Council’s environmental policy. 
 
Primrose/Dorset and Riverside Play Areas – use of CIL, Solar Farm Monies 
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The Town Clerk confirmed a previous suggestion to use SIL and Solar Farm 
combined monies to improve Primrose, Dorset and Riverside play areas.   
 
It was Proposed Councillor Westbrook, seconded Councillor Illman and  
 
 UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: to use the combined SIL and Solar Farm 
monies to improve the play areas at Primrose, Dorset and Riverside. 
 
CCTV Pavilion – KGV 
 
Councillor Sankey suggested increasing the current CCTV system at in the 
Pavilion to include the Park, the toilets and the Skate Park areas to build the 
existing system. Councillor Welch stated the Adventure Centre system already 
overlooks the Skate Board Park which may also be utilised.  
 
 
 

Meeting Closed at: 8.00 pm 
 

Signed:    Dated: 
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